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Now’s the season to be jolly…  

It’s one of my irritating habits, so my friends say.  It drives them mad!  If I am happy, then I 
am sure to hum   “Now’s the season to be jolly” – even in June or July!   I don’t associate 
this tune only with Christmas.   But I do feel happy at Christmas, despite getting very 
grumpy at the use of phrases like “Season’s greetings” or “Festive cheer” on Christmas 
cards.   Or inflatable Santas at garden centres.   Or celebrations that totally ignore what we 
are supposed to be celebrating.    Or….  (Yes, I think I can probably be even grumpier than 
the News & Notes Editor!) 

Christmas was a very late arrival on the Church calendar.   For the first few centuries after 
Jesus lived on earth, it was his death and resurrection, Easter, that was the major annual 
focus for worship and celebration.  Not surprising really.  No other religious leader had 
ever risen from the dead, leaving an empty tomb!  But his followers were convinced that 
this was no ordinary religious leader.   No.  In this man, at a particular time in history, in 
some mysterious way, “all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell”.  These words of St 
Paul are very similar to the famous words of St John which form the climax of every 
Christmas carol service: “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us”.  Instead of just 
talking to us, God became a living Word, and lived among us. 

This is the fantastic good news at the heart of Christmas.  No wonder we love singing 
about it!    God’s love and power, His healing and forgiveness were seen among us.  Jesus 
is Emmanuel, God with us.    Christmas carols say it all.  No wonder I get very grumpy if 
they are just played as musical wallpaper at the supermarket!   Or as background jingles 
on TV for a week of over indulgence.   But don’t let me get grumpy!   Christmas is a 
season to be jolly!   Let’s celebrate! 

Alison Williams  (01722 330628) 

Church of England Services 

5th December 
Advent 2 

9.30am 
11.00am 
11.00am 

6.00pm 

Parish Communion 
Family Service 
Parish Communion 
Choral Evensong 

Britford 
Nunton 
Coombe Bissett 
Homington 

JT 
ACFT 
AW 
AW 

12th December 
Advent 3 

9.30am 
11.00am 
11.00am 

Parish Communion 
Family Service 
Choral Matins 

Odstock 
Coombe Bissett 
Charlton All Saints 

AW 
AW 
DB 

19th December 
Advent 4 

9.30am 
6.00pm 
6.00pm 

Holy Communion 
Carol Service 
Carol Service 

Homington 
Coombe Bissett 
Nunton 

DH/JT 
JT 
AW 

22nd December 6.00pm Carol Service with Christingles Charlton All Saints AW 

24th December 
Christmas Eve 

6.00pm 
11.00pm 

Carol Service 
Midnight Eucharist 

Homington 
Coombe Bissett 

AW 
AW 

25th December 
Christmas Day 

8.00am 
9.30am 
9.30am 

11.00am 

Holy Communion 
Family Communion 
Family Communion 
Family Service 

Homington 
Britford 
Odstock 
Coombe Bissett 

AW 
JT 
AW 
AW 

26th December 
Christmas 1 
St Stephen 

11.00am Holy Communion Bishopstone JT 
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Odstock, Nunton & Bodenham WI 
Anna Treseder  

At the meeting on 8th November, Elizabeth Cutter, 
President, extended a warm welcome to members 
and to Marian Hearne, who has recently come to live 
in The Orchard, and to Sarah Savage from Phoenix 
Cards. She thanked Judy Barke for her beautiful 
flower arrangement. In response to comments from 
members in a recent survey, new microphone 
equipment has been purchased.  Updates on the 
Theatre, Skittles, Scrabble, Book Club and Walking 
Group activities followed, and also the Secretary’s 
and Treasurer’s reports. Forthcoming events include 
the Downland Group Meeting today, and the Share a 
Skill meeting, with a Christmas theme, at 10am  on 
Monday 29 November at the Radnor Hall, and the 
Christmas lunch starting at 12.30pm for 1pm on 16  
December arranged by Suzie Appleford at The 
Emblems. Members are invited to visit Whiteparish 
WI on 17 November, and to attend a Carol Concert at 
Laycock on 4 December. The annual WI meeting at 
City Hall on 25 October was well-run and enjoyable 
with stimulating talks. 

Carol Stratton reported that the final batch of 
sweaters for children in Zimbabwe has been posted. 
Anyone who wishes to continue knitting sweaters, 
hats, gloves and hand-puppets is welcome to do so. 
The items will be sent to Bulgaria or Romania. 

After coffee, Major L Bohana gave an interesting talk 
and slide show on “The Role of Women on the Home 
Front During the 1914-1918 War”, outlining their ever 
increasing contribution to the war effort across a very 
wide range of areas including transport, agriculture, 
forestry and munitions.  Ulla Whitty thanked Major 
Bohana very much for his informative talk.  

The Christmas Meeting will take place in the Radnor 
Hall on Monday 13th December. There will be a bring-
and-buy stall, a raffle, mince pies and mulled wine. 
Guests are welcome. 

Christmas in Charlton All Saints 
Peter Cox 
On Wednesday 15th December in the church at 
7.30pm,  we welcome the Downton Band for our 
annual Christmas Concert.  An evening of carols and 
Christmas music with mulled wine, mince pies and a 
raffle. All welcome. 
The following Wednesday, 22nd December at 6pm 
their will be a village carol service with christingles, a 
service for the young and not so young.  As is our 
custom in Charlton, gifts for the children and mothers 
at the women’s refuge in Salisbury would be most 
appreciated. A warm welcome to all, to hear once 
more the Christmas message.  

Charlton All Saints Garden Society  
On 24th October, photographer, David Poynter, came 
to give a wonderful show of slides he took of birds 
and animals on his visit to Botswana a few years 
ago.  As many of our members know parts of Africa 
well, it was a great treat, especially as it was one of 
his last talks. He feels that in his mid 80's, it's time to 
slow down. 

Britford Parish Council 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 
the Memorial Hall,Britford at 1930 on Wednesday 1st 
December 2010.Among the items to be discussed is 
the parking of cars outside the hospital on the road to 
Odstock. 

The next scheduled parish election for Parish 
councillors will be May 2013. 

Christmas greetings and a Peaceful New Year to all 
residents. 

Grand Pumpkin Competition 
Our thanks go to all who once again supported the 
Pumpkin Competition this year.  We managed to set 
an all-time record with Angus Paton's winning 
pumpkin which weighed in at an amazing 115lbs! 
(see N&N website for pictures) 

The proceeds of £85 from seed sales and the raffle 
went towards a framed photograph of Charles "Chas" 
Morrell, who was a keen supporter of the 
competition, and which is now on display in the 
Radnor Arms.  The remainder of monies raised will 
be put towards a village project during the course of 
the year. 

Carol Singing 
There’ll be carol singing as usual in Odstock, Nunton 
and Bodenham.  Here are the details for those that 
would like to join in: 

20th December - Nunton and Bodenham 
Meet at the bus shelter in Nunton at 6.30pm with a 
torch. (Enquiries to Debby Underhill 01722 329769) 

21st December - Odstock 
Meet at Odstock crossroads at 6.30pm with a torch. 

All welcome! 

 

 
Are you retired or over 60? If so the students of 

THE TRAFALGAR SCHOOL AT 
DOWNTON 

invite you to a 

Christmas Concert and Tea 
on Tuesday, 14th December 2010 

4.00pm to 6.00pm 

in the School Hall 
Please contact Reception (01725-550300) by 

 6th December to reserve a place 
 and help us with catering. 

Help with local transport may be available and 
must be arranged when booking with Reception.  
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Wool Required  
�  Two local ladies are looking for donations 

of wool 
�  Any colour, any thickness, any amount  

will be gratefully received 
�  These ladies knit blankets all year round 

for the Trussell Trust 
�  The blankets are given to orphans and 

the needy in Bulgaria 
�  For any donations of wool, please ring 

Helen on 01722 412288 

Many thanks to those who have already donated. 

Chalke Valley Flower Club 
Liz Long  01722 780448  
‘At Home with the Robin’ is a talk with slides by Mike 
Read. 

If that first line caught your eye then you are a 
birdwatcher who is about to become interested in 
flower arranging. On January 26th we shall be having 
our brief AGM in Broadchalke Village Hall starting at 
7.30pm. Traditionally we follow it with an enjoyment 
that is a little different and this year we are really 
lucky. The internationally known wildlife photographer 
Mike Read is coming from his local home to talk to us 
about the Robin and a few other garden birds. Very 
special will be the photos illustrating the talk. 

Tickets are £5 on the night at the door. See the 
website of photographer Mike Read for more 
background.  

So the round-up for our local flower club for 2010 
shows that we have over 60 regular members, have 
organised an evening’s entertainment for 11 months 
of the year and enjoyed two special outings. We have 
been proud and pleased to do the flower 
arrangements for 11 weddings which allowed us to 
make generous donations to Salisbury Hospice, the 
National Children’s Society and Breast Cancer 
Charities. 

Next year we shall look forward to more weddings 
and special events in addition to regular flower 
arranging demonstration evenings. Special will be the 
Broadchalke Church Flower Festival in June. It 
promises to be a challenging yet rewarding weekend 
for our club. 

If that sounds fun then come and join us. We 
welcome new members and especially young people 
with young ideas. 

Healing and Wholeness 
Bowerchalke Church 

At 11.00am 
Third Thursday of each month 

A Taste of Christmas 
Friday, 3 rd December 2010  

at 18.00hrs 
Carriages at 20.00hrs 

Radnor Hall, Bodenham 
Tickets £7.50 

Enjoy an informal early evening sampling of a 
Christmas selection of Whisky and Beer 

accompanied by traditional Christmas nibbles in 
aid of British Heart Foundation . 

Pease send a cheque, 
 payable to British Heart Foundation, to 

Simon Jackson, The Garden House, 
Middle Street, Salisbury SP2 8LR 

quoting your name, address, tel no and email.  

Council Tax scam 
Local people are being asked to be on their guard 
against a scam which involves bogus claims that they 
are entitled to a council tax rebate. 

Wiltshire Council’s trading standards officers have 
been alerted that the scam is operating in the county. 

Sue Wilkin from trading standards said: “This scam is 
widespread, and it is not the first time it has surfaced 
in Wiltshire. It begins with a phone call to a resident 
stating they can get a rebate on their council tax. 

“The resident is then asked to give their bank details 
to the caller. Wiltshire Council staff would not call in 
this way, or ask for bank details over the phone. 

“The council always writes to people when it wishes 
to communicate on important subjects such as 
council tax.” 

Anyone who believes they may have been a victim of 
this scam should call for advice from Consumer 
Direct on 08454 040506. 

Wiltshire Council takes every step to ensure council 
tax demands are correct, but if people have 
concerns, they should contact the council directly. 

For Sale  
Artificial Christmas Tree 

Of very good quality, from John Lewis, this very 
lifelike tree is in three sections and has its own very 
stable base.  When assembled it is just over 6 feet 
tall.  The "branches" hinge down for realism and back 
up again for storage:  it likes plenty of decoration and 
lights!  We have had it for four years and it cost about 
£50 when new.  It is now for sale for £10.00.   If you 
are interested and would like to see it, please ring 
Anne or Denis Blake on 01725-511743, or call at 
Yew Tree House, Lower Road, Charlton All Saints. It 
would be a good idea to ring us before calling. 
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RADNOR ARMS 

 
Fri 3 rd Dec - Pudding Night  

Ken’s Steak and Kidney Pudding and 
Steamed Pudding - £9.95 

Fri 17 th Dec - Fish and Chips  
Two Courses - £10.95 

 Please call 01722 329722 to book  

Come and enjoy the hospitality at 
the newly refurbished 

Radnor Arms!  

Chalke Valley Church Website 
If you've begun to explore the new Chalke Valley 
website, www.chalkevalley.org.uk you'll probably 
have found the online DIARY. This is a vital page for 
all the Valley! On it you can see what is happening, 
and the date, and place.  With this information you 
can plan your own events, knowing that they will not 
be held on the same night as another major one - 
and avoid all the disappointment of a clash of dates. 

Please check the online Diary (on the right of the 
Diary page): select the month you want, then scroll 
down to see what else is booked for the date you 
have in mind... (and to be sure that someone else 
has not already entered the same information!). 

The easiest way for you to add your own events to 
the Valley Diary is for you to complete the Event 
Form online. 

If you have any problem, please submit your 'Event' 
information by email to Lavender Buckland:  
lbfish2@btinternet.com. 

Shaftesbury Orchestra’s Winter 
Concert - Sunday 5 th December 
This term Shaftesbury Orchestra has been studying a 
lively programme under their regular conductor, 
Andrew Cowen from the Bournemouth Symphony 
Orchestra: Overture in the Italian Style by Schubert, 
Mozart’s Symphony No 31(Paris), and Haydn’s 
Symphony 100 (Military). Norman Savage has been 
leading as usual. 

There is no charge for admission, though this time 
the retiring collection will be in aid of the Stars 
Appeal  for Salisbury District Hospital , which aims 
to fund extra care and equipment for all wards and 
departments over and above that provided by the 
NHS. (Lots of information on their website.) 

The concert is at 7.30 Sunday 5 December at the 
Centenary Hall, Port Regis School , Motcombe.  

Further information or interview please call Judy 
Ashwin 01258 451079 

Stars Appeal Car Raffle 
Another Stars Appeal fund raising initiative is the 
offer of the chance to win a brand new car in their 
Christmas Raffle. The Kia Picanto is worth over 
£7,500, and has been supplied by F.J. Chalke of 
Mere who are supporting the Stars Appeal raffle for 
the second year in succession.  Second prize is a 
luxury hamper of festive food and drink, which has 
been donated by the famous Le Gavroche 
Restaurant in London.  Third prize, donated by Kludo 
and Spirit Bar, is a bottle of Louis Roederer Cristal 
Champagne worth £200, the favourite champagne of 
Jay Z! Tickets are only £1 each, and are available 
from the Stars Appeal Bookstall in the Main Entrance 
at Salisbury District Hospital and at F.J. Chalke of 
Mere. For extra books to sell to friends, colleagues 
and neighbours, call The Stars Appeal Office on 
01722 429005. 

The winning tickets will be drawn on Thursday, 
December 23rd 2010, and winners will be notified by 
phone the same day. 
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Your village hall at Bodenham 

For private functions, meetings, community 
events 

Capacity: 100, seated 80 
Special hire rates for residents of Bodenham, 

Britford, Charlton All Saints, Nunton and 
Odstock and for regular users 

 For bookings and enquiries, please contact the 
caretakers on 01722 329760 
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Handy Man 
friendly, reliable service 
All jobs considered including: 

Plumbing Repairs, Fencing, Hedge & Grass Cutting 
Rubbish & Garden Clearance,  

Painting, Interior & Exterior. Small Removals 
Gutters Cleaned & Repaired, Flat Pack Assembly 

Fully Insured, No Call Out Fee, No Job too Small 
Call Andy on 07704578293 

Email: andynewell@tesco.net  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Do you need help with the everyday things in life, 
and wish to remain in your own home? 

Are you caring for someone, and in need of a break? 
Maybe we can help! 

For further information please contact Kim on: 
Telephone: 01373 836767 mobile: 07918058529 

Registered with CQC 
 and members of the UKHCA. 

Babysitting 
 and Domestic help 
16 year old girl immediately available for 

babysitting services, dog walking and 
housework. 

Any domestic tasks considered. Please ring 
01722410977 or 07891596632 or email 

hannabanana08@hotmail.co.uk 

Special Interest Holidays 
for discerning travellers 

·  Fine Arts & Antiques tours  with the 
BBC’s Antiques Roadshow expert Eric Knowles 

·  Patchwork & Quilting holidays  
with Karin Hellaby 

·  Tours of Suffolk Churches with 
Roy Tricker  

Arena Travel is dedicated to helping you find the holiday 
that’s right for you. With over  40 years’ experience in 
providing top quality trips and tours in a wide range of 
special interest and hobby areas, Arena Travel is 
genuinely ‘passionate about your passions’. 

Other holidays include Bridge, 
 Art & Architecture, History, 
Literature & Food & Drink.  

                                         Visit our website: 
                                 www.arenatravel.co m 

       Or give us a call on: 01473 660804 
Arena Travel, Explorer House, 2 Betts Avenue, 

Martlesham Heath, Ipswich, IP5 3RH 

SJ Consultancy  
 For your computing needs  

Upgrades and Repairs 
Help with new computers 

Problem solving 

 Ask for Steve: 
 01425 652961 or 07919 542287 

Because your home is your castle 
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PILATES   

What is Pilates? 
  Pilates consists of low impact exercises and 

movements designed to strengthen and lengthen 
muscles safely 

What are the benefits? 

·  Primarily, it results in good posture and great body 
shape 

·  It reduces stress, increases 
blood circulation and 
improves strength and flexibility 

·  It increases bone density 
and improves joint mobility 

·  It promotes relaxation and correct breathing 

Classes in Coombe Bissett                                       
Contact Claudine on 07788 587937 
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All for £40.00 
 Extra prints available 

Please call me to discuss your requirements. 
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Carpet and Flooring 
supplied and fitted 

Chris Jelfs 
07841 035303 - Chrisiphone1@yahoo.com 
c/o The Radnor Arms, Nunton, SP5 4HS  

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANERS 

The Famous CLEAN LIVING!!  
Working for you in Your Area. 

�  Carpets, rugs, leather and upholstery cleaned 
�  Devotion to over 4000 local customers 
�  Free Home quotes and surveys. 
�  No smell 
�  We move your furniture 

Call Steve on 01722 398413 
Winner of the 2010 Business Commitment to the Commu nity Award 

                                             www.itsblue-itsblue.com 
                                             enquiries@cleanlivingmcc.com 
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JD Sewing 
Services 

Fast, Friendly, Reliable 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

curtain making, soft furnishings, alterations 

Call: 01722 334509 or 07810 516221 

ALEX GARDEN 
SERVICES 

 “Nurturing Nature”  
Lawn Maintenance, Digging and Weeding 
Tree Work, Felling and Stump Removal 

Hedging, Pruning and Clearing 
Fencing, Painting and patios 

Free Estimates from  07825 295328  
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For all your Asbestos Management Needs 

We provide an extensive Asbestos Service to all sectors, 
Private and Commercial. If you have any worries about 

asbestos and need to know the answer, please ring and we 
will come and inspect your property to put your mind at 

rest. The service we provide is second to none, including 
rebuild and refurbishment. 

Tel:01722 711799 Fax:01722 710055 Mob:07765 818037 
E-mail: jerry@sarumasbestos.co.uk  

 

CHAMELEON 
SKILLED LOCAL PAINTER & DECORATOR 

(32 years’ experience) 

 ALL PAINTS & WALLPAPERS 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR.  FREE ESTIMATES 

INSURED.   NO VAT  

Peter Matthews 

Tel: 01722 331112 
Mobile: 07858 779485 

Email: pmatthews.hollyhouse@virgin.net ��������

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Electrical and 
 Plumbing Contractors 

 
FREE ESTIMATES WITH NO OBLIGATION 

CALL US TODAY ON 01722 741091 

Unit 3a, Barnack Industrial Estate, Wilton 
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP2 0AW 

Office: 01722 741091, Fax: 01722 741106 
Email: info@rjelectricalandplumbing.co.uk 

www.rjelectricalandplumbing.co.uk 
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Your village hall at Bodenham 
For private functions, meetings, 

community events 
Capacity: 100, seated 80 

Special hire rates for residents of 
Bodenham, Britford, Charlton All Saints, 

Nunton and Odstock and for regular users 
 For bookings and enquiries, please contact  

 
the caretakers on 01722 329760 

email: theradnorhall@hotmail.co.uk 

  
 

 

 

Unit 1a, Long Close, Downton, Wiltshire   SP5 3HS 
 01722 416245  

Convenient location 
FREE parking 

Modern premises 
FRIENDLY service 
Experienced Vets 

CARE comes FIRST 
24 hour emergency cover 

 Free Consultation for all new clients 
registering before 31st December 2010 

Terms and conditions apply  

Main surgery: 
 Sycamore Drive, Bishopdown Farm, Salisbury   SP1 3GZ  

www.hamptonparkvets.co.uk  
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For an appointment or consultation 
contact Laura McGregor on 07800 505840. 
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Chalke Valley 
Link Scheme 

Good neighbour support with transport and 
other practical help for residents in our 

community who are elderly or incapacitated 
and are unable to use public transport. 

For Transport call 01722 718780 
For Care and Support call 01722 718830 

Co-educational day and boarding school 
for children aged 3 to 13 

  

 

 

 

“ An Outstanding ethos for Learning” 
Source : ISI Inspection Report 2007 

Warm Family Atmosphere 
50 Acres of Magnificent Grounds 

Daily Minibus from Salisbury available 
West Tytherley, Salisbury SP5 1NH  

www.normancourt.co.uk  
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 (est. 40 years) 
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28 Milford Street, Salisbury SP1 2AP 
01722 328704     www.anniesjustjane.co.uk  
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Building & Maintenance  

Mob. No. 07780 780856 
Home No. 01722 332440 

Evergreen, Shepherds Close 
Odstock, Salisbury, SP5 4JF 

·  Extensions 

·  Brickwork 

·  Patios 

·  Driveways 

·  Drainage 

·  Fencing 

·  Renovation 

·  Roofing 

·  Bathrooms 

·  Painting and Decorating 

·  Hard Landscaping 

·  Free Estimates 

GEOFF ADAIR 
Your local builder and directorator 

for tiling, plastering, flooring, sash window 
restoration, carpentry and more... 

No job too small 
Local references available. 

 Odstock: 333042  Mob: 07870 568103 

www.domesticprojects.co.uk 
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Very experienced  teacher offering one to one 

tuition for ALL ages and abilities  
Classical  - AB grades 1 to 8 

Rock  - soloing, riffs, rhythm etc 
Acoustic  - chords, finger picking styles 

Beginners welcome! 
Also available: Tuition in song writing, arranging.  

GCSE/A level coursework 
 Call Craig Fortnam on 07939 72223  



 

Issue 416    website: www.newsandnotes.co.uk                  - 9 -          email: editor@newsandnotes.co.uk    December 2010 

Regular Events  

WI Second Monday of the month, 10.00am, Radnor Hall, Bodenham 

Whist Drive Every Thursday, 7.30pm, Barker Room, Nunton 

Singing Group Every Tuesday (ex. Aug/Dec.), 7.00pm, Barker Room, contact Adrian Taylor on 01722 325862 

Tiny Tots Wednesdays (ex. Aug.) 9.45 – 11.45am, Radnor Hall, Bodenham (Suzie Orchiton - 01722 502026) 

Mobile Library 
Britford (The Green), alt. Thursdays, 9.40 – 9.55am  (9th & 23rd December) 
Charlton All Saints (‘phone box), alt. Fridays, 10.25 – 10.40am (3rd, 17thth & 31st December) 
Nunton (The Orchard), monthly, 11.55 – 12.25pm (22nd December)  

Acorn Social 
Club 

Coffee Morning – Wednesdays 10.30am, Bingo – Fridays 7.00pm at the Orchard 

Open Circle 
Folk Dancing/ 
Local Vocals 

Dancing: 2nd & 4th Mondays each month, 7.30pm, Radnor Hall 
Local Vocals: 1st Monday each month, 7.30 pm Radnor Hall 
contact Clare Chitty on 01722 330871 

Diary Dates 
1st Dec Britford Parish Council Meeting, Memorial Hall, 7.30pm (see page 2) 

3rd Dec A Taste of Christmas, Radnor Hall, 6.00pm (see page 3) 

11th Dec A Candlelit Christmas, Holy Trinity Bowerchalke, 7.30pm (see page 4) 

14th Dec Christmas Concert and Tea, Trafalgar School, 4.00pm (see page 2) 

15th Dec Downton Band at Charlton All Saints, 7.30pm (see page 2) 

20th Dec Carol Singing, Nunton and Bodenham, 6.30pm (see page 2) 

21st  Dec Carol Singing, Odstock, 6.30pm (see page 2) 

 

 

 
A very Happy Christmas 

to all 
News and Notes readers 


